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IN CHARGE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, RN. 

The Seventh. International Congress against Tuberculosis will meet 
in Rome in September, 1911, under the distinguished patronage of 
the king and queen of Italy, and will be divided into three sections, 
namely: etiology and epidemiology of tuberculosis; pathology and 
therapeutics (medical and surgical) of tuberculosis; social defence 
against tuberculosis. The congress will last from the 23d to the 30th 
of September, and an exhibition of social hygiene will be held at the 
same time, under the auspices of a special committee, at which the 
whole work of the warfare against the disease will be shown objectively. 

The congress will be opened on September 24, at 10 a.m., in the 
large amphitheatre of the Augusteo, the king and queen being present. 
Subsequent meetings of the congress will be held in the Castle of S. 
Angelo. Meetings are open to medical men of all nations and to all 
who are interested in the crusade. 

Those who intend to take part in the congress (by exhibits, papers, 
or discussions) are directed in the official circular to write to the 
Secretary-General, 36 Via in Lucina, Eome, sending the money for 
the congress fee, 25 lire ($5.00) to the treasurer of the congress at 
the same address, and enclosing also the applicant's visiting card with 
full address on it, for the organizing committee of the congress. The 
fee of 25 lire confers membership, and this membership carries with 
it the right to receive a special ticket, which will enable the holder to 
travel at specially reduced fares on the Italian railways, both from 
inland frontier stations and from seaports. Members are also entitled 
to be present at all meetings, to receive the official publications, to 
attend receptions and other social functions, to visit the ruins of 
antiquity without charge, and to make excursions under exceptionally 
favorable conditions. 

On arriving in Rome, members should go at once to the offices at 
36 Yia in Lucina, to get their admission cards, badges, invitations, and 
tickets. 

The president of the congress is Prof. Guido Baccelli, and the secre- 
tary-general, Prof. Vittorio Ascoli. 
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It is to be hoped that nurses will make a good showing of their 
work at the congress and that they will send exhibits to the special 
committee for the Exhibition of Social Hygiene. 

ITEMS 

In regard to suggestions that have been or may be made as to the 
participation of nurses of all countries in a memorial to Miss Night- 
ingale it should be remembered that the authorities of St. Thomas' 
Hospital, and Miss Nightingale's own relative, who represents her in 
the affairs of that school, are fixedly antagonistic to State registration 
and are among the most hostile opponents of organization on self- 
governing lines among nurses. Hospital and training school directors 
in London have steadily ignored all of those organizations of British 
nurses who represent self-government in their alumnae and national 
associations and who have been carrying on the campaign for legal 
status and State examination. It is therefore a question in how far any 
common ground could be arrived at if foreign organizations took part 
in a memorial, especially as the preference of the English hospital 
directors is for some charitable form for the memorial, whereas self- 
respecting nurses very properly resent this, and wish for a memorial 
which shall fitly express Miss Nightingale's great public services. At 
a public meeting held in London recently under the auspices of all the 
anti-registrationists (nurses being given a back seat), it was agreed 
that a statue of Miss Nightingale, " not too costly," should be erected 
with a part of the funds, and annuities for destitute nurses provided 
with the rest. It was stated that American nurses were eager to con- 
tribute. The editor of the Foreign Department desires to point out 
that, if nurses contribute to this particular memorial they will either 
help to build a cheap statue, or they will insult their British sisters by 
offering them charity. The officers of the International suggest that 
nurses wait until the Cologne Congress and there decide what a nurse's 
memorial to Miss Nightingale should really be. 

The full text of the programme of the pageant and Masque on the 
evolution of trained nursing given by the British nurses has been 
received in this country, together with the booklet of beautiful and 
eloquent lines written by Miss Mollett. The whole thing was a notable 
and wonderfully beautiful dramatic presentation of the history of 
nursing, and we are sure it will be a revelation to our members when 
it is repeated at Cologne. The purpose of the pageant was to aid the 
cause of State registration by appealing to the imagination through 
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eye, ear, and intellect, and one cannot read the beautiful words and 
see the imposing pictures without wondering how even the most stolid 
and resistant nature can reject the appeal of a high, ethical and spiritual 
demand so nobly presented. But monied interests are deaf to all appeal 
and it is therefore not surprising to learn that, during the whole time 
that the pageant was in preparation, the sordid employers of British 
nurses represented by the opposition to State registration used every 
possible device of intimidation, misrepresentation, gossip, and backbiting 
in order to make it, if possible, a failure. Damaging statements were 
given to the press; it was rumored and re-rumored that Miss Night- 
ingale was to be represented in person; nurses and matrons in anti- 
registration hospitals were discouraged or even forbidden to have any- 
thing to do with it, and up to the last moment malicious attacks were 
made upon the promoters of the pageant. That all this unmanly tactic 
failed of its purpose is clear from the accounts in the daily papers of 
the great beauty and impressiveness of the dramatic presentation. 

In our last issue we unwittingly did injustice to Cuba and the 
Cubans by a paragraph on tuberculosis. As a matter of fact Cuba is 
carrying on an active antituberculosis crusade, and her mortality figures 
are more creditable than those of some bigger and richer countries. An 
officer of the United States Army told Miss Hibbard personally not 
long ago, that Cuba is doing better in the work of public sanitation since 
she has had it in her own hands than the military government did during 
the intervention. Cuba suffers from the misrepresentation of those 
who like to think she cannot rule herself. 

Mme. Keiegk, the able and energetic lay sister of the Bordeaux 
nursing movement, wrote, a short time ago: "You will be interested 
to hear of our progress in the year just passed. Our little suffrage 
association now numbers almost one hundred. Our president is a much- 
travelled woman who teaches in a girls' high school. The committee 
includes teachers, two medical women, two nurses, and two mothers 
of families, where I come in. This month we shall hold a mass meeting 
presided over by the professor of law in the university here. One of 
our great friends is Professor Kuyssen, prominent in the international 
Peace movement and in the crusade against alcohol. In the nursing 
there is continued progress. The Tondu hospital now has forty-four 
pupils, and this year the daughter of one of the hospital directors has 
entered, which naturally attracted much attention. An Austrian 
baroness has also come, after seeking in vain for a training school in 
Austria. 
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"Every two weeks I meet forty or fifty women in the poorest 
quarter of town to try to give them some light on hygiene and on 
the woman's movement. They are all mothers of families, overburdened 
and often miserable through poverty, but remarkably intelligent and 
with a wonderful sense of solidarity. Oh, there is so much work to be 
done and so few to do it." 

Miss Elston has lately returned from a prolonged visit in Brittany, 
where she has been re-organizing hospital administration and nursing. 

No nurse who expects to go abroad this summer should fail to 
visit Dresden to see the wonderful Health Exposition which is to be 
held there all summer, beginning in May. It is going to be a truly 
remarkable exhibit, and must give enormous impetus to the science of 
hygienic and rational living. Not the least interesting among its 
sections will be the historical and ethmographic division, where the 
history of hygiene from before the days of Moses will be pictured, and 
where it will be seen that, so far from being a modern science, the 
cult of health was really forgotten by moderns and is only now beginning 
to be recalled, — that in past ages mankind had progressed far beyond 
our modern standards. 

The Lady Chapel at Liverpool Cathedral, consecrated on June 29, 
1910, has a number of beautiful windows commemorating the good 
women of all times, says The Shield for February, 1911. Among the 
women of modern times thus depicted axe Agnes Jones (founder of 
trained nursing for workhouse hospitals; died in Liverpool, 1868), 
Elizabeth Fry (prison reformer, died in 1845), and Josephine Butler, 
who led the modern crusade against prostitution, and who died only a 
few years ago. 

Ieish nurses have opened their new Hostel at 34 St. Stephen's Green, 
Dublin. 

Liverpool will honor Miss Nightingale by extending the district 
nursing work there. Another fitting memorial to her is a fund offered 
as a nucleus for the work of practical village sanitation in India. Also, 
tablets are being placed in the house in Florence where she was born, 
and in the cloisters of Santa Croce. 



